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When Journalists Must Advocate for Themselves
A lesson on the changing role of media and conceptions of newsworthiness

Summary
Students will evaluate a July 4th front page that advocates for freedoms and for a critical awareness of government actions. Then, after reading background information and Facebook discussions about the role of the newspaper and the purpose of page one, students will debate whether the page was an appropriate reflection of the newspaper’s purpose.  This is the fifth and final lesson of a week-long unit introducing news literacy.


Objectives
· Students will analyze the role of newspapers in democracy and explore the challenge of being impartial publishers of information.

· Students will examine the arguments for and against an advocacy press.

· Students will explain and defend their position on the role of the press in America. 

Common Core State Standards
	CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.8 
	Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious reasoning.

	CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.8 
	Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.


	CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.5 
	Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter).


	CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.6 
	Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose.




Partnership for 21st Century Skills—Student Outcomes
	Skills
	P21 outcomes

	Critical Thinking
	1. Reason effectively
2. Use systems thinking
3. Make judgments and decisions

	Communication
	1. Communicate clearly

	Information Literacy
	1. Access and evaluate information
2. Use and manage information

	Media Literacy
	1. Analyze media




Length
50 minutes

Materials/Resources 
1. Virginian-Pilot pdf  (one for each student)
2. ACES story (one per group of 3)
3. Facebook comments page (one per group of 3)


LESSON STEP-BY-STEP

1. Building background—10 minutes

Explain to students that today they’ll be discussing the value of journalism and how to best advocate for a free press in a democracy. Sometimes, journalists have to advocate for themselves, going out of their way to remind the public why they exist, who they serve, and that their role is enshrined in the very fabric of our Constitution.  However, for some, doing so crosses the line between an impartial press and advocacy press.  If a journalist is advocating for something, what does that mean? Does it violate the expectations we have that newspapers will provide information and not push an agenda? What if that agenda is something most people would agree is good? What if that position is supported by our very Constitution?

Explain that students are going to read and analyze a recent front page that received mixed feedback on whether the content was appropriate.  This summer, for the 4th of July, the Virginian-Pilot published a front page complete with quotes and graphics explaining, advocating, and defending certain freedoms in our country. You will first spend some time reading this front page, and then you’ll get more background information about how it was created and what others thought about it.

(Hand out pdf of front page, and give students 10 minutes to read and process it. Ask them to make notes on a separate piece of paper about their original reactions. Did they like it? Did they like the content and the visuals? One or the other? What did they think the message was?)


2. Think-Pair-Share—20 minutes

Next, group students into groups of 3. Allow students to pick a task (reader, writer, speaker), and hand out the Facebook comments and the ACES story that goes with the text. Instruct the reader to quietly to read the comments and story to the group. Then, the group should spend 10 minutes discussing their reactions and whether they agree with any of the comments. The writer should keep notes on the group’s reaction and comments to the feedback.  Finally, the group should discuss and come to a consensus about whether they think the front page was appropriate, reflected quality journalism, and why (or why not).

3. Present—20 minutes

Have each group explain their argument to the class (the speaker talks), and allow the groups to debate it out a little. Finally, as a class, take a vote on whether the page was appropriate and professional. Was this advocacy? Was it journalism? Was it both? And finally, are students OK with the outcome? Can they live with it either way? Do they even care?

4. Follow-up—Take home exercise

Directions: Write a 200-word letter to the editor in response to this front-page design. Be sure to state your opinion about whether you believe the front page was appropriate or inappropriate and why. You must back up your claim with at least three specific facts or references. You can cite recent national issues, other media coverage, political documents, and/or historical knowledge to support your argument.

Grading Rubric
	
	Fair
(1 point)
	Good
(3 points)
	Excellent
(5 points)
	Total points

	Argument & voice

	Student’s argument is unclear or indiscernible.
	Student’s argument is clearly stated but lacks appropriate tone (ie too casual, too forceful).
	Student concisely states opinion in direct, respectful manner. Argument is well-reasoned and logical
	_____/5

	Clarity, structure, grammar & punctuation

	Letter has three or more errors in grammar or punctuation. The argument lacks cohesion and a logical format. Facts are referenced without transitions.
	Letter has less than three errors in grammar or punctuation. The argument is clear but lacks transitions or a proper conclusion.
	Letter is free from grammatical errors and uses correct punctuation. The argument is clear and builds logically from a statement of opinion, to supporting references, to a conclusion.
	_____/5

	Factual references


	Only one reference is cited. Reference lacks any apparent connection to the argument, or connections are poorly drawn.
	Only two references are cited. References do not directly relate to argument.
	At least three references are cited. References are clear and accurately presented. References directly support argument.
	_____/5

	Total points

	
	
	
	_____/15




[image: ]

[image: ]

	

[image: ]Reprinted with permission from Jim Romenesko. Rights to educational use granted.
image1.jpeg
Mjea.




image2.jpeg
ROBERT R.

McCORMICK

FOUNDATION




image3.jpeg
THURSDAY | 070413 ﬁ m@ $1in Hampton Roads

Che %lwgmmn«ﬁﬂ@t

|N CONGRESS 2. THEYWHOWOULD GIVEUPESSENTIAL LIBERTY, TO PURCHASE ALITTLE
5, TENPORARY SAFETY, DESERVENEITHER LIBERTY NORSAFETY. 252

becomes
necessary for

one people to

dissolve the po-

litical bands which
’ have connected them

with another, and to

assume among the pow- - SUSANB.
THE UNANIMOUS DECLARATION OF THE  &rs of the :ﬁﬂ' {hescba ANTHONY
THIRTEEN UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: i the Laws of Naturo and

of Nature’s God entitle them, a
decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. - That to secure WE HAVE ENJOYED. SO
these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of MUCH FREEDOM FOR SO
the governed, - That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it
is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, lay- LONG THAT WE ARE PERHAPS
ing its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to
TRU E them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, IN DANGER OF FORGETTING HOW

indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not
be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all MUCH BLOOD IT COST TO ESTABLISH

experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed THE BILL OF RIGHTS. - FELIX FRANKFURTER
to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right
themselves by abolishing the forms to which they

INDIVIDUAL 52555555 Soniery INEVERY STATE IS A BLESSING,

ject evinces a design to reduce them under absolute

Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off BUT GOVERNMENT EVEN IN ITS BEST STATE

such Government, and to provide new Guards for their

future security. - Such has been the patient sufferance of ] L

these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which con- |S BUT A NEcEssARY EVII-l IN ITs WORST

ment. The history of the present King of Great 1]

Britain is a history of repeated injuries and
usurpations, all hav- ing in direct object STATE AN INTOLERABLE ONE
the establishment of an absolute ] u - THOMAS PAINE

strains them to alter their former Systems of Govern-
Tyranny over these States.
To prove this,
submit-
candid

i MY GODI
[

ECONOMIC SECURITY ME
AND INDEPENDENCE.
HOW LITTLE DO MY COUNTRYMEN KNOW WHAT

PEOPLE WHO ARE HUNGRY
AND QUT OF A JOB ARE

PRECIOUS BLESSINGS THEY ARE IN POSSESSION OF,
AND WHICH NO OTHER PEOPLE ON EARTH ENJOY!

THE STUFF OF WHICH
DICTATORSHIPS ARE MADE.
COUNTRY

HONME. MAY BE,
- [HOPE
) WENEVER
R SHALL
DISCOVERED

e T
P GIVEME S5 LIERTEES

- THOMAS JEFFERSON

£

| SUBMIT
T0 YOU THAT
IF AMAN HASN'T

5 The right of the people to be secure
E & IR in their persons, houses, papers,
u =2z b and effects, against unreasonable
-~ MARTIN LUTHER KING | ] L % searches and seizures, shall not

be violated, and no Warrants shall
issue, but upon probable cause,
supported by Oath or affirmation,

' ' )
Congre§s shall makel no law To SUPPRESS FR EE sPEEcH n ! and particularly describing the
repectngmesabinets 1S A DOUBLE WRONG. IT DER THE CONS e
exercise thereof; or abridging the | W i\ VCR L - The Fourth Amendment
freedon'-l of speech, or of the press; VIOLATES THE RIGHTS OF )

or the right of the people peaceably

pasemeantoretionte  THE HEARER AS WELL AS EUF Wl"”"”””
00050

— THOSE OF THE SPEAKER.
WE DARE NOT FORGET THAT WE ARE THE HEIRS OF THAT FIRST REVOLUTION.

- The First Amendment OR A 0
-JOHNF.KENNEDY

- FREDERICK DOUGLASS

Copyright © 2013, The Virginian-Pilot. Reprinted with permission.




image4.jpeg
CHARLES APPLE 117 visuar sior oF JournaLsH

The one Fourth of July page you really need to see

By Charles Apple | 3:02 p.m. July4 | 1 comment

Lots of papers did great work today, having a little fun — or paying a little respect — on Independence Day.

But the one front page that everyone is talking about is this one by Sam Hundley of the Virginian-Pilot. Who, as
the expression goes, has most definitely “done it again.”

Make sure you click to get a good look at all the typographic details:
(See front page image)
Wow. Isn’t that something?

Sam took some time out of his holiday today to tell his Facebook friends how the page came about:

“It all started a couple of weeks ago when the IRS/NSA scandals were really heating up. | was getting the feeling that Washington was
completely out of control and | impulsively texted the editor, Denis Finley, that we should run the First Amendment in its entirety on
the front page on the Fourth. He wasn’t sold on it, but he liked the idea of doing something special and arranged a meeting the next
day where he, Maria Carrillo (managing editor), Paul Nelson (director of presentation) and | tossed around some different ideas.
Maria suggested quotes because even though we all love the First Amendment, there’s not that much for readers to dig into and
enjoy, and everyone agreed that was a great idea. So, we started researching and storing quotes we liked and | began designing the
page, inspired by the Hatch Show Print poster and 19th-century broadside above my monitor.

Jakon Hays, Pilot researcher, tracked down and verified the quotes —amazingly many turned out to be apocryphal! | think we must’ve
dropped five or six because they were unverifiable! That is a story unto itself and | hope Jake writes something for the paper about it.

The page went through seven or eight revisions, trying to get the right mix of celebratory and cautionary — | think one nice thing
about the page is that, hopefully, readers will feel a sense of gratitude and respect for our founders.

| came away with a bit of sadness at where we find ourselves today. Did you read the 4th Amendment? Damn.

But I'm actually happy about the unintended optimism in the look of the page — the overall busy, frantic, loud and cramped type
seems to say, “Speak out!” How American can you get?”

In addition, Sam tells us:

“Would like to add that this bold work is happily encouraged from the top — Finley was a strong supporter of it.”

And that’s why the Virginian-Pilot is the Virginian-Pilot: Strong support for visual experimentation from the
very top.

Of course, it helps if you have a visual genius like Sam Hundley on staff, too.

Reprinted with permission from Charles Apple. Educational use only.
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Diane Hughes Nice.
16 hours ago - Like

Diane Collins Smith MLK guote is giving me wrinkles in my
forehead. 77
16 hours ago - Like

Bruce Kabat Great poster, not page one
16 hours ago via mobile - Like - b 5

Yvette Hammett Impressive, indeed!
16 hours ago - Like

Nancy Herrick Absolutely outstanding. Thoughtful,
meaningful, different. Sure beats the typical kid in a wagon
waving a flag in the community parade, doesn't it?

15 hours ago - Like - &b 4

Paula Perrin Richter Should be the mantra of all of us... Give
me liberty or give me death. I'll be one of the first to sign up..
15 hours ago via mobile - Like - b 1

Sonny Goldreich The centrality and font size of "My God!" in
Jefferson's quote is out of place. And Egypt would have added
some relevant news. But still an impressive page.

15 hours ago - Like - ¢ 1

Francie Williamson |s that type in the star? | would hate to
have to read that

15 hours ago - Like

Jim Romenesko It's easy to read in the PDF version | link
above.

15 hours ago - Like

Howell Murray Typography project. Busy, though eye-
catching.
15 hours ago - Like

Steve Rinehart Very nice. And probably sold quite a few extra
papers today.

15 hours ago - Like

Anthony Burke Boylan Meh. Another incredible waste of
valuable real estate in a time when news holes are smaller and
smaller. Gannett loved this nonsense all the years | was with that

compay and | thought it was shite then. News you can't actually
read.

15 hours ago - Like - &5 3

Chris Simmons Agree with Anthony. It's boilerplate stuff.
15 hours ago - Edited - Like

Arthur Hinty Sun-Times might want to adopt this as their
new Page One style.
15 hours ago - Like

Joey Chenoweth The smugness radiating from this comment
thread is enough to power a small village.

Love this design.
15 hours ago via mobile - Like - ¢ 6

Dane Schiller WTH?
15 hours ago via mobile - Like

Anthony Burke Boylan Yes, it's so smug if we don't love this
page. Correct me if I'm wrong, but this is a newspaper, right?
And exactlhy where is there one iota of news on this page? We all
know papers have become irrelevant, but can we at least make
an effort until they t... See Mare

15 hours ago - Edited - Like - ¢4 3

Printed with permission from Jim Romenesko’s public Facebook page.
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Dave Scott It's for people who look at the paper, not read the
paper. Give me 15 seconds before | turn the page or look for
something with a little more content.

15 hours ago - Like

Dan Currier too busy.
14 hours ago - Like

Barbara Audet Well donel!!
14 hours ago - Like

Joe Fisher That is damn ugly.
14 hours ago - Edited - Like

Lynn Henson | still like it. and in the time of 1776, some print

' was about as small as that in the star.

14 hours ago - Like

Megan McKee Excellent idea and execution. For the people
who bothered to read it, the front page sheds light and
encourages reflection on current news /state of affairs while
paying tribute to the day at hand.

13 hours ago via mobile - Like

Patricia A. Miller way too busy
13 hours ago - Like

Mike Hixenbaugh Lots of assumptions there Anthony. The
Pilot is doing a lot better than most in terms of staffing, and
this particular edition had just as many local bylines and wire
copy as any other day. Readers -- the people who pay for this
stuff -~ seemed to enjoy the page, for what it's worth.

13 hours ago via mobile - Like - &3 3

Anne Haddad | like it. There is the whole rest of the issue for
news and traditional font and layout. It's a front page for a
special day, for the country and for our profession. The design
and choice of quotes admonish us for our failures and celebrate
what we have accomplished. | think it's brilliant.

12 hours ago - Like - ¢32

Joann Betschart Definitely not the sort of thing you do on
every page or more than a few times a year. For a special
occasion, very cutting-edge. See: Word Cloud.

12 hours ago - Like - &3 1

Sarah Leach Dahlman They are soooooo good!

12 hours ago - Like

Greg McNair The,ljke this c’nmmenti[ stuck. That's a lot of all-
caps. L ——
11 hours ago - Like

Nancy Herrick Anthony, the fishwrap version of a newspaper
these days is, by definition, old news by the time it arrives at
the doorstep. To criticize this page because it has not "one iota
of news" is laughable. The Virginia Pilot is doing what it can to
appeal to readers and to be relevant. | commend both the effort
and the result.

10 hours ago - Like - ¢35

John Grady Great job.

10 hours ago - Like

Zach C. Cohen Nevermind the factual inaccuracy in the
upper-left. The Continental Congress voted July 2 for
independence. The declaration itself was signed July 4.
http:/ fwww.archives.gov/press /press-releases /2005 /nr05-
83.html

9 hours ago - Like

Zach C. Cohen Otherwise, very cool. b4
9 hours ago - Like

Barbra Bateman That is how you exercise your voice!
Nothwithstanding the July 2 question -- more of this needs to
be done.

7 hours ago - Like - g3 1

Bill Cotterell | love it. However, they missed "Well, | am not a
crook -- Richard Nixon® and °I did not have sexual relations
with that woman, Miss Lewinsky" -- Bill Clinton.

3 hours ago - Like
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